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A Balanced View of Morocco 



WASHINGTON, June 17 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ - The following are redacted 
remarks made by Rev. Rob Schenck, president of the National Clergy Council (NCC), at 
a news conference held today, June 17, 2010, at the National Press Club in Washington, 
DC. Rev. Schenck was joined by fellow NCC executive committee members, the 
Reverend Dr. Kenneth Barney and the Reverend Dr. Harry Thomas. 

/ am Reverend Rob Schenck president of the National Clergy Council here in 
Washington, DC, an ordained minister of 28 years affiliated with the Evangelical Church 
Alliance. The Council represents church leaders from all denominations, Catholic, 
Evangelical, Orthodox and Protestant. We are here to present views of Morocco from \z 
the vantage point of religious engagement. Over the last six years dozens of Christian 3 _ 
leaders have participated in a meaningful, ongoing dialogue with representatives of ■ • 
Morocco's religious and civic communities, as well as its government. These discussions - 
took place in Morocco and in the United States. They have always been frank and 
unrestricted. 

In a world where religious, ethnic and political tensions are building to explosive levels/- 
Morocco remains an island of peace. Why? Partly because of the natural disposition of ~ 
its people; a magnificent blend of Berber, European and Arab blood The Moroccan 
practice of hospitality is legendary. And there is Morocco's unique practice of Islam. 

Like Christianity, Islam has many expressions. Islam in Morocco is a blend of several 
streams. It is not the severe, distorted, political Islam of extremists and jihadists. It is the 
diametric opposite. 

The Malakite, Suni , in some ways, Sufi-informed Islam of Morocco is peace-centered 
and non-political. It is extraordinarily accommodating of other religions, particularly 
Christianity and Judaism. 

Since the time I became a Christian, 37 years ago, it has been a generally known fact that 
Christians are safe in Morocco. 

To be sure, there have always been sensitivities and tensions — and episodic breakdowns 
of trust. As is true in countries such as Israel and Greece, there are laws against coerced 
proselytism in Morocco. Still, (in Morocco) mature individuals are free to embrace 
whatever religion they desire. 

We can argue over whether there ought to be laws that prohibit proselytism, but that's 
not why we're here. We're here to deal with the realities of present day Morocco. 
Notwithstanding laws that may or may not be correctly applied, there remain hundreds — 



if not thousands of foreign Christians in Morocco without interruption. They have built 
trusting relationships with Moroccans; relationships that should not be placed in doubt 
by actions taken in this country. 

Now, here is a very delicate matter. Even when laws have been incorrectly applied, or 
false accusations made, the consequences do not begin to rise to what they are in other 
parts of the world. Foreigners accused of violating the laws against proselytism are 
required to return to their countries of origin. That's a far cry from nations where 
individuals are held in prisons, beaten, tortured and killed. 

In talking with indigenous Christians in Morocco, I was told harassment most often goes 
no further than a compulsory interview with police over a cup of tea. 

Part of successful Christian endeavor is to identify with, understand and work within the 
customs, traditions and values of others. The Commandment, "Love your neighbor as 
yourself, " requires we understand and affirm the feelings, sensibilities and social customs 
of other people. 

Christians, especially my fellow Evangelicals, are not always good at that. In many 
instances the Moroccans have been more understanding and indulgent of us, than we 
have been of them. 

I believe Morocco deserves commendation for their historic generosity toward foreign 
Christians). Recent events threaten to obscure that strong record. 

Based on our many meetings, hours of conversation, meals shared together, exchange of 
families between our two countries, and formal and informal investigations, the National 
Clergy Council has determined there is no evidence in Morocco of animus toward 
foreign Christians; nor is there generalized religious persecution. In fact, to call recent 
events persecution is to diminish the anguished suffering of Christian foreigners in many 
other countries. 

There are political realities in Morocco — and certain, high-profile foreign Christians 
have, regrettably, found themselves in the middle with considerable consequences. 

My prayer is that in good times and bad, American Christians and Moroccan Muslims 
come to appreciate more about each other. This has served our two civilizations well for 
233 years. 

Contact: Greg Cox of National Clergy Council at 618-407-8908, greg@cnpcweb.com 
SOURCE National Clergy Council 
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litem in Morocco 

!i is a mistake to suggest that Moroecan fslatii. and tin: resultant culture it pr\»dticcs. is anything 
like other expressions of islam. Moroccan Islam is virtually unique. It is MaJkhe Sum, informed 
Ivy Sull spirituality thai is. in this vase, largely paeilisite. Ihis unusual permutation of Islam lends 
itself to ;ut extraordinary tolerance and even interest in other religions. Peaceful cohabitation 
with bitth Christians and Jews is legendary ami dates to before Nlaimonidc.s in 1 1" Century 
Atukdusia tlkrdugo. 2tK»7j. 

1 . (Sulism} is Ik- perfect way to light tnnatieism." one 2Z-\ ear-idd Moroccan. Jaouad Rchmani. told 
Maehatebia. H> standing apart from alt the healed debates. Sulism is the expression of moderate 
Mam. i»ul it doesiil t;ike a position on |*W|tie^l issues." said the shuhatl. who became involved iu 
Suli-m thr ough a music festival m Fes. "It purities the- ami allows > ou to approach <nul in 
peace. 

Retrieved June I >, ~»»I0 liom 

lmp:A ; «nw.«wgJharebia.etwet»eiHni'awi/xinl/cn <il^mwc>'atti'featmes-2»ltl t>-l:tW leatut 
c>tl I ?polliesulf- y es&auswer n«sV id aw i-2U I tM»$-(» * 

2. Morocco owes its image of a modem Muslim nation to SnJism, a spiritual ami tokunt Islamic 
tradition llurt goe> hack to the first generations of Muslims ;tmt has sustained the leugious, social 
and eultutal cohesion of Moroccan society fcn centuries. Sulism polities answers to some of the 
mo>i compks i.vsttes in the contemporary Muslim world, where youth eoni|trise the majority of 

the population. 

Most Moroee:nis. young tM- old. practke one form of SnJism or another. As a deep component of 
the Moroccan identity. Snlism absorbs all members- of" society, regardless «f age. gender. social 
status or political orientation. 

Retrieved June 15, 2t»l«) from 

lntp.^/w»w.tl»effeelinrar>.eoiii'SH}ttm'a\»>o«tit*eMb«Ttf «in* Morocco. a»» I ntwMm.V 

V Moroccan vomb ate increasingly di awn to Surixn because of n> tolerance, its fluid interpretation 
of the t.mf.tn. its wyeclion of fanaticism ami its embrace of miuiermty. V«ni»g men and women 
lind in the Suit principles of ''beamy" ami "humanity" a balanced lifesty k th.it allows them to 
enjoy arts, musk unit love without having to abandon their spiritual and teligious obligations. 

S«tj oidcts exist throughout Morocco. I hey organize regular gatherings to pray, chant and debate 
timely topics of social Mini political importance, ranttmg from the protection of the environment 
and social charity, lo the war on drugs and the threat of terrorism. 

Moicover. Sull gatherings inspire young peopk* to engage iu mterl'aith dialogue, highlighting the 
universal values Islam shares with Christianity and Judaism •- such as die pmstiit of happiness, 
love of one's family, toletancc of racial and religions tlillerencts, and the |»iomotion of peace. 



Sufis distance themselves from UimbiHenla lists, whose \i*ktnot* Islam isa >1ricx and Utopian 
emulation of the Prophet Muhammad and Ids v*om|wnti»n.v b> placm? iitc.it emphasis mi the 
community* adaptation 10 the concerns a»ul priorities ot" modern limes. Sufis neither condemn 
irmeittrd women 1101 censure modern means of entertainment I'or litem, the difference between 
virtue and vlceistletetmiiwdJon the basis of intent, not appearances. 

Suti.Mii i> so tlilt'use in Mouieeafl ctihnre that its rule cmnot be pr«>|icrl> iwuki »mhI if reduced k» 
a seel or shrine: it per\ades even those musical trends labeled a- "modern" **r "Western". 

Retrieved June l<.20U) Jrvm 

lttl|>;./i% \ui iherteelilMarx.cojJi- Sutism >r> ' \ oulh ' culture • in • \h»roeco.-a«t«»4<W 1 06V 

Herdtiuo. S. dill?). \fttrtK\ o- A mtUch'f MHsliwui nidi th'* Ike lluisliau Science Monitor. 
Retrieved June I. 2ttlt» bom http:.:wwn.wsmoiiin>r^ •mm.liiml 
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Ht'Ujiioiis Tolerance in Morocco: 
A History of Acceptance ami Mutual KHrlc»i»c»< 

I he Kabul Protestant Church and other minority rvlivJoits group* have been operating unlettered 
In government authorities since the WOs, Registration allows religious groups to make 
li'iiancial innwuciions ami other plans as private associ;rtious ami legal entities 

I he UncrmncM provides tax heitertts. land and building grams. Nt»b>UlicH. aiul customs 
exemptions for imports necessary lor the «H\sen attee of the major religions. 

The Moroccan annual budget also funds religious instruction in Jewish public schools. The 
tiovernment has funded several efforts to study the cultural, artistic, literary, and scientific 
heritage of Jewish eiti/ens. including creating a cluiir lor the study of comparative religions aiul 
the study of l.alin ami Hebrew at the I diversity of Rabat. 

The country «*!>' Jewish museum itt an Arab nation. 

I he Moroccan government lias organized numerous symposia among local and iniernational 
clergy, priests, rabbis, imams, and other spiritual leaders to examine ways to promote religious 
tolerance and intcrfaith dialogue. 

King Mohammed VI in his capacity as chief religious atuhority restructured the Ministry of 
Islamic Allans to ensure the promotion of mwferalc Islam and guard against imported Islamic 
doctrines ;uid extremists pleaching in mosque*- 

Muslim citi/ens arc allowed to study at Christian and Jewish schools. 

•\ small foreign Christian community operates elmrches. orphanages, hospitals, and schools 
without am government restrictions. Missionaries who refrain from prosctyti/ing and comluet 
themselves* iii ;iecoidaiiec with societal expectations largely are left unhindered: however, those 
whose activities become public lace expulsion. 

Christians inherit according to the civil law, which reflects tlte recent change to the family code. 
Jewish citi/ens nuriinutn tlwir own separ.rte talieriumcc law based on Jewish tradition, t he 
Catholic Chttrch may legally perform marriages lor citizens who are continned Catholics. 

In December ihv Parliament passed reforms of the l'erson;tl Status Code that give women 
the same rights as men in divorce cases and utani mnthets custody of minor children, increase 
the marriauc age from 1 5 to IS. ami impose limitations on polygamy that make it all but 
impossible to practice. The reforms also abolish obsolete codified traditions, based on the otticwl 
interptetatiiw of Shari'a. favoring male heirs. I or example, uraudchildren on the daughter's side 
of the laiwilv mav inherit from tlteii gramlparcms. Hie refonns are being implemented and ltaye 
received positive feedback bom women's groups. J hey arc predicated on the establishment ol 



family courts ami ihw creation of a family aid fund, aiul ibey rely more heavily on the court 
svs4eni thai* the previous law. # 
Foreigners attend lelittious services \uiliout any restrictions or Tear oJ reprisals, KesiUenis ot all 
reiijiioite. generally say lite country is enriched by its centuries-old Jewish minority, and tor tlw 
imwi p;ul Jewish eiti/eits Jived Ibrauyhoiu the country in >;iJety. 

Source- ILS. IK p u tnKMti of State. Annual Kvputi »« hU nuUMiat Rdiyjnm /VvecAwi. 
Pleased hy ilw Bureau tor IVmocraey. Human Right*, and I.ahor Washington. W. {September 
!5,2»u4) ' 
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Members of the National Cfctgy C ouncil Executive Committee: 

CottimiUce on Morocco 



Rlnr, sun! Mr*. Kemuin L Harmy. Sr. 



Pastor Kenneth I., Barney. Sr.. is a gnnhtatc of irw Capital Bible 
Seminary '» Maryland with a Master of Arts degree in Hicology. In 
January 2005, fcistor Harney was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of 
Divinity In ihe National Clergy Council under the auspices ol the Mid- 
Atlantic Conference of me Methodist Kpiscopul Clturch-t SA. 

For the past iliirty years. Rev Barney has served as senior pastor of New 
Antioch Haptist ( 'lunch of Kandnllstovvn. Maryland, a leading Afriean- 
Amerieun congregation in the Mid-Atlantic. In < fctoher 20U4. Pastor 
Harney traveled to Morocco with a delegation of ev angel ical leaders 
invited hy King Mohatmned VI. Ihey participated in a Muslim- 
Evangelical Christian dialogue with Moroccan heads ol governmem. 
univcfsitv students, ami others, lie was the only AfVii an- American tvpresentative in the 
delegation. The purpose was to develop friendship between die Muslim community in Morocco 
am! the Cluistian community of lite I "oiled States. 

Pastor Barney is also an alumnus of the 200* ~t fcford Round fable" held at lite I luvcrsity of 
( )xtord. Kogfaud. He had die honor of participating as a "Discussion Leader" in the Round Tabic 
Discussion segment. 

Rnr. Br. Harry HhmMM 

Dr Harry L I nomas. Jr.. hoWsa Master of Divinity Degree from luistem 
liaptist Theological Seminary and was awarded the Doctor of Humane ^ 
Letters fr«M« the same htsthution. Dr. 1 'homas is the founder and executive 
director of tome Alive International. Inc. winch sponots the annual 
Creation festivals, attended each year l»y more than MUKtwa youth. 

Dr. I hontas received lite l ifetime Achievement Award from the Gospel 
Music Association in 2tMM, 

He serves on live l*>ard of the l'fribdd|mia leadership Foundation, the 
Supreme Court Historical Society, the Fellowship of Religious l.catlers, 
and the Christian Festivals Association. 

Dr. I lutmas also founded the "I ricndsliip l est" in Morocco in ?.l«>5 and 2otw>, where over 
200.1KW attended from the Muslim and Christian comrnuttities in Morocco. He also co-founded 
Boyer Cnrversity in Madimu Ghana, West Africa. 




Ucv. KnlKrt L Sciicittk 

Rev. Robert L. Sehenck is the Founder ami President of (Ik- National 
Clergy Council, I nclwtH'k of payors ami denominational leaders who 
work together i«» bring Christian moral principles into the conversation 
Hid donate sunvtndiQg rational policy. Re* - Sehenck currently scm-s on 
die boards of the ft angelica) Church Alliance, the Seiviee Club of 
Capitol Hill, the Institute im Religion and Public Policy, and the 
Methodist Ipiseopal Chtuch. 

Rev . Sebcnc); has also traveled extensively overseas, including nations 
such as Morocco and the Sudan, working tirelessly ro uphold the dignity 
iA life and Ktfegtiuni religious freedom as the tumiameiual human freedom. 

He holds ministerial atttliauon with both the ftangelical Church Alliance and the Metltodist 
l .piscopal Church and is Chairman of the Committee on Church and Society lor tlw llvungelieai 
Church Alliance, the oldest evangelical detumunation in America. 

Ma»a/htes inchwlitnr l ife. l ime. Newsweek. I S News <fc Work! Report aiut Christianity today 
have all carried reports of tits evangelistic efforts. Rev. Schenek has also been tlw foetts of 
feature stories in the New York Times. iheClueago Irilnnje. the Ihmston Chronicle and the Los 
Angeles Times. His biography in the liaUinwrc Sim was one of the largest features ever 
published hi lliat newspaper. 
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(•'ricmlsltip I cstivnls: Marnifeinrlu Morocco 



\i the imitation «•» tin: v'»»\emment MmtKe»«, oiif member oSthe J xccutUe Board of the 
National ("u-i:f> Council. Hi. tlairv lhoiu.iv participated ma union e nn»sie t'cstU a! in Morocco. 
j.nn'.Lv p.iid j»>t jh ills own oii«ani/Jtioji f < nine Alive* Ministries and si:,- Kingdom n$ Mi«r.'cet«. 
lit curly 21HM. I)r. Iltoma* was invited to Morocco to meet with top Mttfoecan government and 
rcligiotts leaders including Prime Minister Driss Jetton. During tlic visit. iltorttas developed a 
tncnibihip with tlten Marrakceh Regional President Ahdelali Dotmiouaod Marrakceh Wali 
KSovemor) Mohawed llassad. who asked Thomas to preset a I toman Riglitjs award at a major 
event to celehfute the achievements <*f women. 

I he ceremony, called Khmissa 21MM. tmdc place as part ol a program that was televised 
throughout Morocco, to rotten ol the Arah world end also to Prance. At the ceremony, Thomas 
presented mc award to Aston l ; J Qmtadie, a woman who worked with prison reform. Daring the 
presentation. Thomas referred to Scripture, stating thai those who work with the poor touch the 
bee of God. His remarks were warmly received by the audience. 

Shortly after Thomas returned to the X failed Slates, his invitation to britiu. American music to 
Morocco ht promote friendshtp Itctwccn the people ol the United Suites and Morocco was 
eoniirmed. The friendship festivals held in Marrakceh. Morocco in 2<J0> and 2<MI6 were 
attended by more than 2<MUMH> Moroccans who gathered ht from of the stag*.- to see American 
artists perionttalmtgside some of their favorite Moroccan musicians. The crowds were animated 
;md cntinisiastic, responding to invitations to danee. jiimp and even sing along, " lite only thing 
that was translated were the introductions of the nerhmoers". said l>r. Thomas. * The universal 
language of mosie translated itself (friendship Pest, 2<K>6t, 



f riendship Pest. <20£K»). Retrieved June 1. 20 J (J from http:/Avww.frteTMlsrnr>^x»nn/mdexJrtml 
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Morocco Report 



An Overview of Current Tensions Related to the 
Deportation of Christians from Morocco 



IVfwttfert by the Nat i< ma I Ck'itfy QmiK'il ami Hie Committee on Outrclt ami Society of the 

ttvangetiral L'tutrdi Alliance 
t/Z/20tt 



This t th'tatis the nwhttftsofa jmtrt «k*ie|jatww to Morocco inclwhun members al ike executive 
Committee of the K.it mn.il Ck-r^y taimuil Mil the Omtmitteu on Church ami Socct-ty «l the 
l;v.iii<<di<\il Uimtlt Alliance. Tht* ik-kjt.Hmn tr.iwh.il to Morocco to imvstifrui. 1 ret ent tlrjnut.ittmr; 
of Christian* hy tlt»* Kuigthun nf Morocco. Tin* conclusions t»t"tlH' committee represent the results of 
aitk.il research and |>erson.il interviews with civic ami relij»n»iis leanVrs m Morm'co. 
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< niuviiis ha'.vkvu laied in mstiv tpiartei-smet lite iceeM ttcpothtttom »»l \airoiis Mei;»i»ei.s 
»}i<m the Km:sKmn't Motocco .Many «>t the rodr. tibial, involved .aeetlbci t hnsttait In faith. «i 

lOtitt.-eled In |i.-i .„»ii-- «*j •*»*•*.*{*. t>l < hn .ti,s:» faith M»»M«tV.W .rtlthutltlcs .m'lhvJ most of 
wotittmr law '» atMittst pu»seJ\H/tiv I he nutttbei ttf'MtehdcpHkv-* i» k'sitftt.i!c:ti !«► luivc reached 

iH exceeded 

Most ft fhe deportees have ihu> Jat tJcfikd the alte:Mt*»ti> a:'atlW Uv»» ami .» lew have vocally 
chalkm-cd tin.- action . t Hint- have iiihititaHv appealed to Motoe, .«i .tttieials * hie meitilvt oi 
cMtvie- Kep I t.nd. V»»»li of V itywu. has anttutmcvd Iu* vail u^' hi^ portion .r. eo ch>.m ui ihe 
e**niMev.h»Hal I ainr . f lutti.m \ti*bt'* < *»ii«Ki-> .wmi to l»**Ut hemms on ilk- matter scheduled M 

ltlll.« !'*. 

l it liis- past seven wars, the \att.-tul < h't-'v t 'otnu'il hived iu tt'avhiHpU*n. IM . has facilitated 
.»« ..j«fit>H' diah^Hic between lefirnms .mil «•»•♦. eminent h'attVi . ni the 1 1 ^ .ithl in M«'t*vco »»n 
tile ari^Kcls "\ 'tclii'toti. ichyhnis tvhcl. imttnat undo .ftatuhtw Mwan etilliiie.. .tttd iclti'U'U. 
Whcttv SinHilv .iHei u|»»«iK »»J the In 4 *aav e <•! *k-p»Mtatk«jjs totchc.! the I 'nttcd States. National 
t 'let: •> < -uiii.il fHvshtcnt. the Ke-.eieml 1)1 t?«4» Seiieitci., u\p tested attwent uieetwt; w iih tiie 
\tiih.iss;uim 4*i Moto.vo to the * t«U«t States. H I A/i/ \Jefc»*K*. n« dts»«ss the ui.au i at 
Iciivth ' ■' '•-;■' ' 

Alltb.iss.tdirl MvJ.t.iMt eMeluhd .i v.. mi I invitation l»» Ks'S Selu'nvfc .Wilthvnto MVtat the 
I n*.! - »> vi Kh<i.<vv»» t<>: mote tl».«:ftic *mi March .!.!. .I*'! 11 ihuni:' tht uiceum*. Kev 
V hxin I. etfiessed 'in- * «n. /ms tvtlt?* faiseil ■inih' I'-.atfvlkjK (hal llu* 

dejH»j!alH*iis c*nihl uidkate the votiutittuu nt »-f %hH««w u» advancumdie |M«4ect*kHi »»J lumi.iii 
n-.'iit-.. itiehaUn.!' lite tot«»w;ctl e\pjn -•**;« i»! u-Ic-mhi* t'»eed»»iii. niav he sty«pnn» 

\«rf'.»%sn,li«j KM.*hi.«> .u faiovvK-ave.f lite . c«tntvttf< -tthl esfK'Msvd tei'terat the niiHikmale nun 
»«t e'.etih- As,» -aep i»*\v.iulie.*'l% tn* - the cfu .ifts. the \tuiM-.>a»l»»t pj**f.»sed ih.il a itk-ctinr, unli 
ei.Hkvhval lcptesetfMne . lal.e pla. e at She HiiImss". ot M*.i»', vn as .i-vii .is p.^-silde Itcv 
Svbesul avicpted ilk pi*»p»i>al «'is*jni/e»l ateh .i iiteetittf U occiitie*! "ii Match ; l. .»K»..it 
tlu* 1 niKt .s». .aid listed nunc thai three hm« r.ntu ij».mi - inchuh^l 

• Ilk Ucvcteiul Ih U»«J«Sih v iu , ,..iMcshki»l«»l the N.ttt«»tial » icri". « oaiktl, tt.ts.hnh'h»ti. 

he 

• Ihc Kwcteiul IH Sawiiei < n-.i-.i. it; t.hiil ««t die- 1 v.nitielictl • hist* li Vllluiktf 
IrtunuiiHii.il. Itt.uiie;.. II 

• i in- Uev.teiid IH keiMt.th Huitk> i«t itk- Nca<-. \iKmvu U.i\Ht4 < Wis h of KaiKblisU.au. 
Matsiatui 

• I be Ueveteiui Kitttck MUm^k*. ol the t hii'iltan iH leUse i oaliiHni. V. .wbini-.toii. I H ' 

• K nelt ftut, I'h 1 * . I iivti> t itr.et vitv. f >nvWHtit?. V«:;im. : 
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in addition to the above, three reptoeutativcs of international Chiistian mission organizations 
with interests in Morocco were present. l"he>e patties asked to remain anonymous because of 
cnhutal sensitivities in sevcml t»l lite countries where they are active. 

The discussion at the M:nch 31 meeting centered on the question of whether or not llic reeetit 
deputations, from Morocco indicate a change in the country's policies on religious tolerance 
ami or uhcther or not these act ions indicate a fvettkliee or even persecution of Christian 
Irelicvers, 

Ambassador Mi-lamar explained eatel'ully that local hthahiiauls coniplaincd to authorities thai 
tiw deportees had engaged in proselytizing activity. To avoid the spectacle and possible negative 
outcome of trials, governmettt authorities decided the hot compromise was to simply expel iIk- 
accuscd from the country, hi their minds. dcpmlationetiimmttcd the risk nfcorivktions, jail 
let nts and other onerous penalties. 

- 

'I lie members <if ntu delegation adjudged this to 1»e very much in keeping with what we ktnnv 
ahottt Morticean enlture. patticulatly thai of the elite ulu» serve in government and other major 
Mvicl.it instinitions. I here is no indication of animus toward those of Christian fault, hi fact, in 
one instance a very highly placed of ficial whispered that most Mm avian young people asphe to 
"live like Christians " What he meant vias that Moroccan ymtlft emulate their American 

Cormicrpatts in the music, clothing stytcs and even Knglish slain; they adopt as their own. 

■ 

ft is vhflienlt for wesictncts. especially those in the I nitcd States, to appreciate the tact that 
eastern societies tin rnrt \;thiv the freedom of the individual as the epitome of vtttue. lit fact, it 
cart often he quite the opposite. I he greatest value is the vvcthhcutg of tlte eomiutumy. whether it 
i«w ^pressed as the family, a village, or evert the entire realm. 

Such is the case with Morocco, 'litis over one thousand-yvat 'Old civilization bases its value 
systems on emmmm.il prcsenation. Islam is only m»e factor in a long cttttation of elements iltat 
contribute to identity, stahility and security. On this last giitni it hears examination as to what 
exactly const iiutcs Moioecan Islam. 

.1 Hm*f ttrvitw of tiw l uiquvnvx* i>f M»r*nr<m tsinm fU'tifiitrnx Mtttttur 

It is a mistake to suggest that Moroccan Islam, ami the lesuhattl culture it produces, is anything 
like other evptessioits ol Islam. Motocean [slam is vittualh uukpie. It is Maikite Stmi, inhumed 
l»y Snfi spirituality that is. in this ease, largely paeiftstie. J his tuutstt d permutation of Islam lends 
itself to anexliaoidimny tolerance and even iuteiest ii» oilier rdituons. Peaceful cohabitation 
with l»oth Christians ami Jews is legcudaiv am} dates to Iteiote Maimomdcs in 1 1"' < cutury 
Arulahrsia { Iteolngo. 20117). 

According to the Department ot State. " I he Constitirtimt pt<>\ ide> li»r Irccdorrt of rcli-.'ion and 
Jewish and ( hiish;m corumumttes openly practice their faiths" (Department of State. 

Notvvithstamlrug the belligerence thai attended to the recoiuiuest of Spain, and mueh later 
tensions created by the occupations of Morocco by both the Sp,i>iish ami I rcneh. Mmtieeans 
retain a great rcspeet ami even al'leetion foi the Calholie iufhicnee in tfris ciniitlty. Nh*>t of the 
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elite have lu.l vsUtt-»r.o ..huh ! -a til* t .ithi'lu-s. m.iu> has tit:' even iwii uhie.rtctl m( alUnlic 

institutum*. 

.. . •hIuh* to ilu' Stale Dep.iiUiu'ui. " I he <*•>* eminent cttcintt.i' r 'i"< UmVijiky ami tespecl atiHunj! 
leh-'itwiv I he knur .p.'UMMeU titi uttcr-taith iikuhhmI cetemouv *»n Sepk-tnhet fcir the victims 
•M <iie Septemhet i I a-itotist tti the I iute*l Stales. Muslim. « wtottati .tml Jeuish leliuious 
k-.hk'i . ptesutal Punte Miiuslct V«uiv»;«wtt ami iinnici.uis t»lhci nuuisiefs atleiuleJ I he 
ectCMvuv. which v. .r. hcUl id H.)b,il\< .Hk'ltv uttltvA.il. t *t«J?.i 

I uliU'tMttcc v\pte>si»uv..»l l-.bm, NJt»t»»»v.ms ,iu- m«i the least Im hesitant avak ot then «!ecp 

teVCiCHt'C U"l lv-.ll-.. "Ail.. I • l.illU'll ..'.♦Miv-vtJ then r'Uat f»t*«}>JU'1s SuillJ.lt 1%. M.MV.«»I Mil Kill*. the 

nu.thet «•* Jest*., .is heU m auv, 

veils, M»«t«»vC«« has .ihiihjIK ..immi -v«| , -. .-t\ Ma\ the '"Fez Kstivat t'i Sacred Music.' 
•.«.iiu h inehuies iihisu tan. ij.hi> main u'tmuir. lepiesviimi:! man*, leli-toiis Ilu- « iovermncnt 
ii.r. .'JiMiit/-..! in tlfc,' pa i tiimjvi.nis >\iiij*,»-,tuin% ain««i!' I> . .tl ami title! national cletvy, |Hic>ts. 
tahhts. im.iin . .mil vtii. i -.pit itu.il ic.oki> Mevunme v..t\ i«*,e.fit. ,• iv-li-:i««i. nii.-Viaitt v .uui to 
psoltloU' iittv'il.iMlMit.ifci;'tu'"**. , «"«* » 

\! tiu- imitation W the ■ "• elititktH i'l M.uoeeo. „t.e liiettthct <i| the «Iek*!'..»i<»H Itvan the National 
t h'l ■• i tHMKtl, 111 II. nr. ItuMtUs. h.f. |MtlU Ip.tUsi II) .) <mK|IK' Ulllsfc tc-4U.il Ml Moftie. .i, 

H'initv pan! tot in lit-. u\UM>t!*.ini/aiu»n. foine \hve Mntislue -. .nut the l,tt.--..<'tn ot Mount..*. 
In cut!;, .'tit' \h I ii.»iu.t- v..»% invited to M»»u « t»» meet with top Moiouan .'ovetitment aiu! 
uHivmhin leatleis ltu Itultii*,* i'ltme MmiMei l>ii'.s letnui I hum?* the •. i-at. I homas .fv.elope.l a 
IricmMttp with then Maiuikcch Ret'HMial IV anient Ahklali I >**nim an,} Matiakecb Wall 
Uiovciih*) \l.«h.j»r)V.i llassad. \vh.io*l.c«t IIimiims u> {Hv-v-iii 4llmu.n1 Ki;*liis.uv,iiJ.ii ,itiuit»i 
c.ciil to t ckH'i.ik' tlu- ,ivliK-\ v im.nl s ««| -.viwv-ti 

I Ik- wKtiMjy. c.ttk-«l Khmis .,1 N;it.;. . p.tit «»i ;i {»i«v»i,i»ti iKa --..i • i.-k-. 1 

litnnHtitJl NU»f«vc«». tritK'li tiic \\^ v.otUi .uui .il-.o|i» l i.itnv At liu- .\'H*n:>>n\. Hhwius 
picsv'nti'J ilu- .i.*..M.I i>> \v,ia 1 1 U.oi.uIk-. .1 w«H»i.in win* u«Hkc«l '.1 ttli j»t im»« »ck»tm 1 >tit isiir tUv 
]»iv ..tU.i!i.ni. Ilii'in.r. u'tt'iK'ilt.. Sviipiittv-. •i.ttirr- lli.it «ii.»v '-'.h" -a.mL v. uii !lt. ;•*•=.♦! 1. •-.!-. h tit. 
:.: , fi i ml Uts ivm wci»" i>aiml> u\vu.*lln Ilu- .tuilKihc 

^it4titl;» .tlict I luoi.!- Jttii!iu«l U> itu- ( tMK-.i State-.. hi> uimi.iIuh to Inuv; \i*u-«kmii umj-k- l- 
Kks.uii'l.* tiK-m! .htj> h.lv.iv-M the pet •file t'l Mie I «(»;*{ St.ttc ami fvU«t«.\.» v. .is 

e. »ttlnitied. 1 lie 1 Heirship 1 e-ui\af. liekl in Mattaieeh. ?tUM«'.v*»tB ?t»* .uui - , ""f» »cic 
.ilte:i,le«l (»v iinMv tit.iii .?t«i.fKi.» Mi*i«-.ejtiv v.h.< 'MthvK'.i in .<! tlu- j.yc u-> -.ee \meiKan 
.::tt a . p.'f loiiu .i3nm*.i«l.- ..'sue «'l then t.f.«'iitv KU>i«>vt.iii mtiMCi.iiis I Ik- «ete aitMiute.l 
aiht ctuixisu .tie. i»-.p«'a<hii-,' ti< nr. tt.rtiiHts t*»ttnuv 4 itatip.okievei) '.iiij' aknu' "Ibe on\\ rintt'.; 
sl>.:i •-. .is !i.m.l,ilv.J «ete tU- m«!» •tiiett*M)-. .»t the peil««tiiKr>". vn»l I h I h»*m.i>. ' Ihe w ei v.«1 

f. mr*qafc hmisu ti.Nt^lalcJ itseU" tl iuit«l .iiqv I k -s<. ^«n»» 

I »m these teJ.ttt'. .uui tiK*;e. u is the emu feist*»n H »hh ilekr.*i«>it th.it jJk tei.at .ie|n*ilati««tis .<i 
up and pvjii.iji -. v-\v .v«hi*\ }tt$» ttitet^ni < htisitsitN ti.<m M«noev*' tli» «t«i tmlKate ln>stiht\ 
ii'Wanitliv'v.-oj { im .ti,iii t.titlt Katlui.U t-. t«m .«|Hi».ut thitf the .lep.Ht.rtiuus usitt. .ite .1 :.:i«>'.\iiiv 
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aUinn amom/, highly placed officials in Morocco lhat the activities of certain foreign Christians 
provoked complaints from local communities 

I lir. kicuE ol disturbance hi the communal status quo is seen as :i portent ol licsialuli/ation ih.u in 
turn leads to inure serious cvctwitabties. including opportunities tor al (.tarda in the Maghreb to 
rccittvt vonim itwit. 

Mtf Msi msiom hi Mahut 

A second series of meetings mi these issues took pkice May 12. l.t and M in Wa>hingf on. DC 
and in Rabat. Mmoeco. National Clergy Council executive committee members spent aU day 
Wednesday. A|%rit 12. meeting with staff members and some eongrcssktitat members of the 
1 antos Human Right* Commission, hank discussmns w\nc hml on all tlw stihsiattfiu* elements 
of this problem. Attitudes were mixed, hut it was* the genctal consensus- tlr.il given the |*otcuiialty 
volaiile poliikal and s<»etal situation in Morocco, it wmikl be best to resolve this matter miietly. 

I his cimehtsion was tehiforeed lor the mendvis of the ( 'otineil's ad hue task Ibrcc on Moroccan 
deportation* that traveled to the capital of Rabat the night of Wednesday. Ajwil 1 2. "litis task 
lioce was eomjroscd of some of the same ntembcrs of the group that met in March at the 
l-.mbassv. iind others. Most have experience in Morocco with both Moroccan Muslims and 
foiei gti i 'In istians IK ing in the count! y; 

• lite Reverend Pr David Anderson, faith BaptKt Church of Sarasota. I Uvula 

• The Reverend Dt. Kenneth Harney. Mew Anfiorh Ifciptist < 'notch. Randatislown. 
Mankind 

• The Reverend Pi. Hairy Tltomas.. Come Alive Miui-tues Inter natkmal. Medfmd. New 
Jersey 

• The Reverend Patrick i. Mahtnicy, Christian Defense Coalition. Washingtmi. DC 

• The Reverend Rob "schertck. National Clergy Council. Washington, I X ' 

I he National Clergy Council made the proposal for this visit to Moioec;m auUtoiitics under the 
condition that the Moroccan gtweinmcni would have in* say in the findings of the task force, ft 
was also stipulated that Moroccan authorities would not he given an :idvuncv copy of this report. 
I 'nder these agreed upon eonditkms. Morocco olfere«t to pa> passage tor the task group 
members, along witli iooiw. ho;nd ;ntd ground transportation in eotutUy. The ollet was accepted 
w i(]t the exception of airfare lor Rex-. K<tti Scheuck. who. ;is president ol' the National Clergy 
Council reimlniised the hwhasoy t »t Morocco fot the cost of a one-way ticket fwin Washington. 
DC (Duties) to Kab.it. lie took care of Ins own return costs directly. 

I n Rabat. ta> k fotee members met vvhh representatives ot'tltc < 'hi istiancotiKWinity of Mmoceo. 
officials jn the Ministry of lsfc.i.ttue . , SjVahs l jiiAtfhyJ.u-> XLlVJU' W>XVLW 

aiivMnpisJiy_M«tro_ccait «'t'lk;kiKjojn?^ r, V^c_iujh>\+hsyu<sions hi qityjtf jhese >citt n ffl,., Tas k f orce 
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HK'HtKn's 1t.i_il eolltpk'le Ubelly t«' {'!« .■,• ;m\ iJWstUW; (llCV «k'sHe»1 ..flit! 'Aclv -VlVtulh .^lUslietj 
With the Ivf^MIMi^s ♦Ik". reivr.e.1 

( iik' t.tvK lone nmntvi even Ii.hI .ui e\ien«U\l .m»l completely pnvate e.«m ei s.ittuii with ;i well- 
l»Uv-<i ,!U«t highly mMmed Moo ,v.Hi iiu/CH "ill known u> the last. I'wtee imiuK-i I he 
Moioeeau nlt/eii has JomMtnu- x »'um\ ii»<ti'- »o ami has ',votke*l 'Aim the !>--. eminent «»i Uakii 

I t, ervthimr eortumcJ m the eomei .atioiMetnloKCtl the eojietoiMon ■ the i-« -J. Um. ^ %ws ijimkh 
eonnni» to tiutt //»> tinfrmutbtt, iwth < -f ti" h >' «/«•»•*■«* "« :«•'•>*«*..* A urs r»/«v« 
;*«:«. •'. :•; •i.'/«w:»/* «*«.■ /v«fw ','•>... . i«;*r>. o«<« .:> ,:rii oft';. ; iUL't'ns. lUe 

cuvriimu'irt k»i \K»i»n',iV has a. ititti ?eio-ioJe»aiHV ^tvii an ejnso.k. I lu-> *«»«W t.iihci K'at 
ibe hiitBt oj'tur.itiw public lehuton* tied t«» ilcf»otMtH'Hs. than to haw a «'» their moI n«k.l 

•1 piiVMe.iih .tU.teke»!. iVfh.l|»-> CWIl ktll,s| 

i )d tins li jrfuMni. »( r* aNo HJ»v-Ht.»ni u» note Hut Muj*vv«-' has. cntJtKco' two settou* ictJ»»nsi 
•uiaeksaiul then- 1. :•!.»%•. in;* coiu.tji. in.j unfoniuletk ih.fl mote may he UnnMiteni ll«yt« visibility 
*V%,ni!v!i"its " *At»i?.iiv: w -"I • 'limit comm t >-»M only cointibittc fc» such ;i »fee.i*!ecl eventuality. 

< 'inicint\ tu '.:itulht» fttM'n\itivity 

(Hi b ukv-iouiul. it is .ilsi.atomvtn U» Ilw National tku-y « otiiMi.th-i. personnel hemp 
«kployc»} to Mt'i^'c.tM ceiiam. mosiN e , ..m!;yhi al. * Inisii.tn ot;Mm/acn>t|s have not Kvn 
|H«»pcih n.iiiK *! »»i «<tieWcJ lit hou t<» <.<.*iu!tu » ihvw -.-Im- . m >\w\\ .t k -t*v»l«'mtK'n! S»>nu* 

pnu'l.iiim-t] «.-.. m:\lK.tl "misswinaticV livJ iiu*> ha\*- uvcttcJ .t niih|«K i.'jH linwitit>d Ui 
vsrtci kl4M«H\»< -iii.l inuk-JtaU- in:-W> k«»nH»nit-ul »iml v on iH*-— .»1 .yi»*. itv f'.iii >»t tiitilntt* .1 
Mtlutwi «hc>v tcti>tt>m tcqtinw th*t ■..iii- i-lu.il nuNsteHt !M»»i«|>m iv^h.vi ilk«<iil«ital 
sv.h>.Hi\i!k.'s .nut Lntsol \k«MwV<« its i'l*k'l \*> C»«Wimu' oiv;. HIV the *4t»KivS Jli«^f>«.illl> tuu.u»J 
l»U*i;'fk'ts 

I ii.- 1 viMitiiuw *«J Si .tic is Hill;, .rv.^tc <»\ th«»sv sciimu\ Uk--. Mm r ilie Jiuu- «-i tlu- 1 u-ncli 
|'i»'kcu«tJie< I'M ' ■> mm.»II Utuifii t.'litisli.m v*»ii»iminu;. fi.i- »«}nuiii-»t » •Jmik-Iu-s. »>f|it».»i».i-. 

hw,|>IMU, Mk\ selHS'l't '.'.ttth*!!! .Iir. U- .Uu tlvMi .'l iK'CnMft!' UillllUHUm Kllli! HII|N»Si«l. 

.\ti\\h»itui*-y *it$t 4 t'Httttrf f/hW'Wiy» /« tunndann' wtik iXfH*taiif»n forgtir ,m- /«•/# 

Mtkmitt-ruf. JhntTivr, tints*' n-tu* pnwtjetize /»«W« 7r ^/n- trxpubinti. 

I^lmiii bv .iml lt.Ktunm<all l"t • UKt|Mmi.iHUi'tu i.m .ui> Mtislint *-vJi.< <..«n.cU\io .iite'thci laiili 
1 Hj.viis v,lu», .m . i-!t io< bnsti.mit> .iii»5 »«tlici u'Iu:u»mn st'iiK'ttines l.m- -.ivmI uMi.ioistn, -nut 111 
ilu- p.t-l .1 siiull ntmtivt ktvi- i s . #1 .i».-ti |vi i.».k t .| ^tu ^in.tiim'. t»\ the 4Uibi«itu-s V<4wuui\ 
».»ii\.-t .n»n 1 . 2 if hi* wiikt !h.- 1 if!iM!i.ii »»« < imI < *»»le h«v.e-.»-i .ui'w .rtleivijM U> iiuIikv .j 
Mu hut K»v«'tv.ei» is iIU':mI i «'ti ivii inovuiiiilies cmIwi IiiihI then |MnscKti/»t!.' »«» m«n Mitslim. 
««i itmtlmt ihfir work yttUlty ' «_'':' >; ► 

It is a i.iel tlwi the .'it «»|H"i.ui.'U »») Uweifii < IiiisU.»»n tn.niy KLituu n-unir. will teiiMitt 
puil'k-matie U«i i^«»lh iHM \tsitois .wkJ natioiuts 1 iumtu^ stvti»it> lhu.it, »« llu- tet'inii only ;mUI 
t»»tl»'. teiisH'ti ^itll. I;tt-.- (Mtmfcvi • «»l u«ict$.*n t hiisiums remain in M«»u .4 .«•,<} tonhnuv m.Mty 
oi iheii s;iuv .u liMties. < Htly th««>e v.Jm .oe pvuvnot to have sieppctl »»vci a selective lhuslu'hl 
el t*«lei.:iKvha\c tvvti .tttveU-\i h;. these tee/til ».k-pi*i*alhf«<. I he National t 'lerry i omu il .mil 
the Hicttthei • iM ilu* I i»iImss\. \V.ish«urt«m ,uu! K.rf'.rt ik-lef.fln'ns ie-:ivi iii.- »le\elo|*miils. 
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At the same time, it is incumbent on tis to exhort our fellow evangelicals lodo .•!! they can lo 
give proper respect. MCtisitivily and gi;ititmlc to NUwoeeo tin inconsistent ami unrivaled 
accommodation of foreign ( hristians. 

Slieryl Young, in Iter attiele coveting the deportathms. noted. "NUuoeeo. long considered ri 
vacation haven, has liceii know it us the most progressive Islamic nation open hi Chiistians, 
Jews ami other faiths who have Ken tree to vvotship openly kit uoi to evangelize. It is against 
lite law to proselytize Muslims" (Young. 2010). 

It behooves us to admonish mn own to be cautious, comprehensive and accurate in assessing the 
bouiukrtics of working in Morocco, especially as they pertain to laws governing relations 
hetween foreigners and Moroccan ehilihcn. This is an cxtreinclv sensitive subject and must he 
given tl>e utmost attention, ll is also our considered and prayerful opinion that individuals 
working alone. ap;«t hom long-time estaWishcd associations attil networks in Morocco, leave 
tttcntselvcs vulttvrable lo being urittmdctMood and. perhaps, even lalscly accused by those with 
ultetioi tiu'ttves. 

< tmitiisitw: /'/*/</«/#> of the i 'tmuukhv 

I be Mwtoccans acknowledge their actions related to lhe>e dcpottalions were flawed and were 
not conducted wilh the professionalism, cmutcsy. and punctiliousness thai even iltey would have 
liked. This has more to th» with the liieraey ami training deficiencies of both American 
"inaverieks" ami Moroeean low-level police officers. Mnneof whom ate illiict.rtc. 

U lakes considerably longer tti:tct two months u» icsolvc many of out iwn domestic disputes, 
jvarticularly when they invidve religion ami religious cxpresshm. We urge »he same palienee he 
everted tn tins even mote complex inattei. Morncco has one of lite longest unuilctntptcd histories 
of friendship and alli;ince wilh the I 'idled Stales (Moroccan American Center i*»r Policy. 2«»7». 
It can he credibly argued dial without ihe aid of the Montccau*. the allies may have sutVcted 
serious setbacks during the Second World War. There is no doubt mote .lews would have mucIv 
gone to llteii deaths without live protection *>f the Moroccan monarch (llcidiigo. 2W7). 

I ven today. Ihe c\1taoidinat y eoopeiatiou of Mojocco vv ith the I ruled State* is im ahiablc to the 
international war against terrorism and extremism, ll is the cot until men! of ihe National Clergy 
( omieil ami like-minded l hrivtkin organization* to continue to appeal to the Moroccans in ihe 
same way tun American founders did when their similar efforts enlisted a hie-long fiieitd and 
ally for hhertyaml freedom in the world 

As noted. Morocco is uuitpie in the Muslim wmld in then tokriaiice of and ;ippreciation liwoiher 
religious cxprcssums. Indeed, its acknowledged by the I 'S Department of Stale, Morocco 
encourages tolerance and tespeet ;«nong religions. 

"l ite euiient deptHtations can he directly linked 10 complaints among Moroccan locals that lite 
individuals concerned were in vnnaitonof Mtnoeean attfi-prosclytr/tng laws. 

Additionally, uivcstigations by tlte delegation lo Moi.hco ceinhnee the conelusimis thai this 
imfoiumate and rcgtetlablc series of events was tied lo gtoumg tears ol an impending attack by 
exuemists on both Moroccans ami Atnettcaus as well as other eiti/eits. 
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lUi .hisv lliv.sc v»«n>}»Jw.»u:d l.uM * .iu- p.wi «Hiv m-'Ikthm, il i*» uhoiiiiiuhh I'pjiuun that 
ilw tu;inrts:> *»t die I .»ait*»s Human Kt-'lrts < k'uwiHNSMMi. M'ltahilol I'm lime t'\ ?.UH). aic 
iimk\V":ity aud »i.i> even lv t-«nmii;f-f*«tdtkiivc. itay ,ii f id. many *aIk» umim quiet K in 
M.H«w \VV Mm e the luMUiis--. imi-km«c tiic n>*. fl <- \pu .w- otiici telirnnis and huiN.inii.it uni 
.iid riuups woiktnt; n» the cmmtiy t*» mietJeieiuv t»y h-cal i!»»wiw«u'i« .mihmiticv We. dieielote. 
apjv.ul u» liu- nu*mk'i s t»t the I Ituimn Rudtts. I "mntmsshHi lo pi^tpmu- their planned June 
i " heat me* until all unite* ii* .« »t«lnii»»n liaw Kv» exhausted 

I uully . Ilu* Hnurdvm i>t M«<t«u «• b.*N evtended an wjvn mv datum t*» Hop f laid. W«»lt and oihei 
nu»»Ki.» «»i the I .jiifcv. I twain KtTjtev < i»HWHi to u.f.d (<» Mi*««»v«> u< jmiIk-i- l>*et* »»»d 
diMiiv.dte>e ttiucjl c*HKVr«N in : detail 'Hi* H**»< detortMlu*n hHlh u-n»nmietids Ihis 
imtlatuil l»» ,!»*•.' pi ft I hi IhimM a he ami*' V. e .ne itptutMslie dv.it i ie.i-»»u;dde .unl utunuilK 

JxVV|»t.*lv' U'MlUltfcMI « HTMlIt lUHW Mk'il a visit 
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The Honorable The Honorable 

James P. McGovern Frank R. Wolf 

Co-Chairs of the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission 
U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
2170 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



Dear Congressmen, 



On behalf of the Moroccan government, I would IHce to share with you some thoughts regarding 
the repatriation procedures taken against the parties involved in proselytizing activities in Morocco. 

1. Morocco's Constitution guarantees and protects freedom of opinion and expression. This has 
been codified in relevant legislation regarding individual and collective public liberties. These 
rights can be practiced without restrictions. These freedoms are also guaranteed by the 
international commitments made by the Kingdom of Morocco, whose Constitution enshrines 
the universally recognized principles of Human Rights. 

2. The repatriation measures which concerned, among others, a number of American citizens, 
solely and exclusively targeted proselytism activities which are clearly and categorically 
forbidden by the laws of Morocco and the precepts of Islam. 

Under Moroccan legislation, these activities are considered a criminal offence. Articles 220 to 
223 of the Moroccan Penal Code make provisions for fines and prison sentences for whomever 
"has forced or prevented a single or numerous persons to practice a faith or to participate in 
the practice of that faith". The same sentence is provided for whomever "uses means of 
seduction in the aim of undermining a Muslim s faith or of converting him/her to another 
religion, either by exploiting his weaknesses or needs, or through the use, to this end, of health 
or educational establishments, as well as shelters or orphanages ". 

The inclusion in the Penal Code of references to educational establishments and to orphanages 
reflects the concern for the impressionability of, and the desire to protect, young children, 
especially those orpltans raised without the normal transmission of their Muslim reli gious faith 
through their families. While the reactions to the measures taken by the Moroccan authorities 
on this matter refers exclusively to the rights of the Americans who were in charge of these 
children, Moroccan law understandably seeks above all to protect these minors and to preserve 
the religious faith of their often tragically interrupted family lives. 



Given these concerns, there can be no mistake about the position of the Moroccan authorities 
in this case. The repatriation measures were taken against the concerned parties not because of 
their Christian faith but because they committed criminal offenses, proven by an investigation 



conducted by the Crown Prosecution Office, following formal complaints by parents and close 
relatives of the children concerned. 

Given these circumstances, Moroccan authorities were obligated to fulfill their responsibilities 
by duly enforcing the pertinent laws. The choice of repatriation, an administrative procedure 
provided for in national legislation, was selected instead of a criminal procedure, to spare the 
concerned parties the difficult ordeal, including incarceration and a trial, that would have been 
the alternative. 

As such, and in no way whatsoever, did the repatriation measures breach freedom of worship, 
which is guaranteed by the Moroccan Constitution. The Moroccan Government ensures the 
exercise of this freedom throughout Morocco in an equal manner for Muslims, Jews and 
Christians. 

!n this matter, the repatriation measures are the logical, legal decision reached after a thorough 
investigation which established, on the basis of verifiable and substantial evidence, that 
foreign nationals, under the pretense of conducting charitable actions, had engaged in 
proselytizing, which is considered a criminal offense under Moroccan law. 

3. The Kingdom of Morocco has always been a land of dialogue and exchange, as well as a 
crossroads where different civilizations, cultures and religions can meet Moroccan Islam, 
founded upon values of openness, tolerance and moderation, constitutes a central pillar 
upholding Moroccan society that needs to be preserved against any efforts to undermine or 
distort Islam's values and the harmony between the followers of different faiths. 

fPhenever this positive and peaceful coexistence among the communities of different faiths in 
Moroccan society is threatened by proselytizing, Moroccan authorities are obliged to act, 
taking appropriate legal measures, to protect the faiths of these communities. 

Similar actions have been undertaken in the last few years against proselytizing activities on 
the part of Muslim Shittes or Muslim Wahhabis. In these cases, the same type of 
administrative procedure was followed, for instance in the shutting down of 137 "Dtour At 
Koran" (Koranic schools) and of the Shiite Iraqi school, as well as in the context of measures 
taken against the Moroccan association "MALI" (Alternative Movement for Individual 
Liberties) for public disorder caused during the holy month of Ramadan. 

Morocco remains committed to the values of interfaith dialogue, tolerance, freedom of 
expression, and openness to people of all nationalities. As a sovereign country, it is only 
reasonable to expect that people who accept our hospitality will observe our laws and respect 
our society values. On this basis, we continue to extend our friendship to those who come 
respectfully to Morocco, especially to Americans, and welcome their efforts to assist in the 
development efforts of Morocco. 

Thank you. 




2 



